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Composer’s Note 


The pieces comprising my tenth book of madrigals are settings of verse by 
five different poets, but all unified by the general theme of mystery and 
magic. The ten pieces can be performed in c. 30 minutes. 

A new departure in technical terms has been the borrowing of music by 
other composers which appears here in the two pieces sub-titled emprunt — 
French for 'a borrowing.' This is by no means new in music: one famous 
example was G. F. Handel, who, when accused of stealing other men's 
compositions, is reported to have answered something along the lines of 
'rescued, not stolen'! The 'borrowings' in the case of the Madrigals Book X 
relate to nos. 6 and 7, which both take material from academic textbooks: see 
the contents page below for details. From one of Bernhard Ziehn's books 
canonic material has been borrowed and the words of the poet fitted to the 
instrumental lines of the canons. From Hugo Norden's The Technique of Canon 
a basic outline canon was used for the music of Chorus 1, to which the very 
strange text of Rossetti's poem Chimes has been fitted. This is sung 
simultaneously with the text of the poem Astarte Syriaca on Chorus II, the 
whole piece providing a study in bi-tonality, where in effect Chorus I sings 
the notes found on the white keys of the pianoforte, and Chorus II those on 
the black. The allusion earlier to strangeness was prompted not just by a 
reading of the text, but also by comments of William Michael Rossetti, Dante 
Gabriel's younger brother. He says of Chimes (taken from The Works of Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti edited with preface and notes by William M. Rossetti, London, 
Ellis, 1911). 

Some readers, it appears, vote this poem unintelligible, and others trivial. It 
may, however, less censoriously, be regarded from two points of view. 1) It 
is clearly an exercise in alliterative verse: if several l's or several h's can be got 
together with a fair amount of sequent significance, its end so far is attained. 2) 
It represents.. .a number of thoughts and images passing through the writer's 
mind in dreary dimness, when he was only too prone to gloomy impressions. 
The title itself. Chimes, prompts us that sound, as truly as sense, has been the 
guiding clue here. 

The sub-title of Madrigals Book X, 'The Star in the West' is itself a 
borrowing, from a book on Aleister Crowley, the poet and practitioner of 
'magick', by Captain (later Major-General) John Frederick Charles Fuller 
(1878-1966). 

One other explanatory note is perhaps called for: piece no. 8 is titled 
Ambigramma. This is a slightly fanciful reference to, and attempt to use as a 
constructional method, the concept of the 'ambigram', which is essentially a 
visual image which is of something the same upside-down as the right way 
up — a sort of counterpart to the palindrome, perhaps. Ambigrams came to 
prominent notice in Dan Brown's novel Angels and Demons, and have been 



developed by the author John Langdon (who co-operated with Brown in 
providing ambigrammatical material). Obviously, with a musical score it is 
much more difficult, if not impossible, to produce a literal visual ambigram: it 
has been attempted here only insofar as the visual appearance of the highest 
and lowest vocal parts mirror one another vertically. 
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2) “Symbols” (VY. B. Yeats) 
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3) RONDEL (from the Tale of Archais) 
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5) “One Kiss” (Aleister Crowley) 
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6) EMPRUNT I: “Riddles of Merlin” (Alfred Noyes) 

PARS PRIMA: ‘Dialogo’ 
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PARS ALTERA: ‘Monologo 1 

(Founded on canons from ‘Canonic Studies’ by Bernhard Ziehn, re-publ. 1976 by 
Kahn and Averill: [1] Two Canons, rectus et inversus, bars 4-31 inch; [2] Canon in 
the fifth, bais 35/6 - 45, [3] Two canons at llie fifth and fouilh with simultaneous 
commencement of all parts - bars 49-82; [4] Canon in the fifth, and symmetrical 

inversion - bars 84 - 136.) 
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7) EMPRUNT II: INCANTESIMO per dui cori a 4 

(Dante Gabriel Rossetti); 

Coro Primo: “Chimes” - Duo Canones Cancrizantes qui uno et eodem 
tempore sunt (after Hugo Norden); 

Coro Secondo ( uno et eodem tempore): 

“Astarte Svriaca°(fantasia nentatonica) 
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9) “The V isitant” (Alfred Noves) 
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10) “The Song of Wandering Aengus” (\V. B. Yeats) 
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The Olive AStrutt Books of Madrigals 


Book I: For Music (1968) — Texts: Oscar Wilde 

Book II: Wind Flowers : (1968) — Texts: Oscar Wilde 

Book III: Flowers of Gold: (1968) — Texts: Oscar Wilde 

Book IV: Flowers of Gold Sonnets : (1968) — Texts: Oscar 
Wilde 

BookV: Magdalen Walks (1968) — Texts: Oscar Wilde 

Book VI: The Silence of Love (1984) — Texts: Oscar Wilde 
and Lord Alfred Douglas 

Book VII: Requiescat (1984) — Texts: Oscar Wilde and 
Lord Alfred Douglas 

Book VIII: Voces Intimae (1993) — Texts: Oscar Wilde and 
Lord Alfred Douglas. There are two versions, one for SATB 
and one for C-T,T,Barit.,Bass. 

Book IX: Rosa Mystica (2016) — Texts: Rumi, Aleister 
Crowley, Oscar Wilde, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and lines 
from the Bangor Antiphonary, (Bunting’s Ancient Music of 
Ireland ), and from Thunder , Perfect Mind (a Coptic Gnostic 
manuscript from the Nag Hammadi Library, 1945). 

Book X: The Star in the West (2016) — Texts: William 
Butler Yeats, Aleister Crowley, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, 
Alfred Noyes, and Thomas Gordon Hake. 

Book XI: Carmina Silvicola (2016) - Texts: Alfred Noyes. 



